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Bee Families
TO DAY we will talk about the bees’ relatives, father, mother, brothers, and sisters. Each
hive, or bee home, contains a family of bees.
Their families are much larger than yours or
mine, for some of them have thousands of
brothers and sisters, and a thousand is ten
times a hundred, you know.
In a bee family, there is one who is the queen.
She is larger than any of the others, and she
does no work. She is really the mother bee, for
she lays the eggs from which all the other bees
are hatched. She is cared for by workers and
fed a special food called ‘Royal Jelly’.
You have probably heard of the “drone” bees.
They are the brothers, and fathers. The drones
do not work, and they eat a great deal of the
honey that the worker bees have brought in. If
there are very many drones in a hive, the worker
bees kill most of them. They do not like those
who want to eat, but will not work. The drones
are larger than the workers. They are almost as
large as the queen.
The worker bees are the sisters in the family. They are the busy little bees that we see fly-

ing about from blossom to blossom, and buzzing so merrily all the long summer day.
The mother, or queen bee, lays her eggs in
the empty cells just like the ones in which honey
is stored. The eggs are not all alike; for some
will make queen bees, some drones, and some
workers. They are very, very small, no larger
than the point of a pin, and are very white. In
about three days, each egg hatches out into what
looks like a tiny white worm. We call it a larva.
If we watch, we will see the worker bees poking their heads into each cell where a larva lies.
They are feeding the babies. The larva grows
very rapidly, until about nine days after being
hatched, it fills the cell. Then the worker bees
put a cap of wax on the cell, just as they do
when there is honey in it. Inside the baby sleeps
as a pupa.
In about twelve days, the baby inside opens
the cap from the cell, and comes out – a pretty,
soft, fuzzy bee, with clear, gauzy wings. So it is
about three weeks from the time that the queen
mother lays the egg until there comes out a perfect bee.
The young bees stay around the hive for several days, working busily, feeding the larva that
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are not grown, helping to make wax, and attending to the queen - in fact, making themselves
useful about the house, as boys and girls should
do.
In a few days after a new queen bee is hatched
out, when the young bees have learned to “keep
house” by themselves, the old queen and all the
older bees leave the hive, or home. They go out
and find a new home. This is what we call a
“swarm.” The bees all cling to the queen, and
there are so many of them that they make a
great ball or mass of bees.
They settle for a time on a tree or bush,
while scouts go out to locate a new nest. Then
they fly with a great buzzing noise, all together,
to a new home. The young bees in the old home,
care for the new queen, and go ahead with the
work that the older bees left.
Now a bee’s tiny brain is not big enough to
know all these things - but God has made the
bee family; giving them built in wisdom to be
able to do the work He designed them for. When
you eat some nice honey, think about the busy
bees! =^..^=

HISTORY
The Counterfeiter: 7 COUNTERFEIT
DEATH
TWO temples stand facing each other on
opposite sides of the street. One contains a sacred serpent and has a tall spire reaching far
into the sky to catch the first rays of the rising,
and the last rays of the setting, sun. We enter,
and we see around the wall the burial urns of
the great departed. A worshiper enters and
mumbles a prayer first to the dead, then for the
dead. We recognize at once that we are in a temple
of the ancient devil worshipers of Babylon or of
one of the nations that secured its religion from
Babylon.
We enter the second church, having a simi-

lar or perhaps an identical appear-ance on the
outside, and look around. Through an open
window we see the white markers standing over
the tombs of the departed-perhaps we even find
the dead buried in crypts in the same building
with us. No sacred serpent is in sight, but numerous solar symbols decorating the windows,
walls, and altars are significant to one who
knows the origin of sun worship. A worshiper
enters and mumbles a prayer to a dead “saint”
or for the soul of one of his deceased loved
ones. Amazed, we ask the identity of the church
in which we find ourselves, and are informed
that we are in a Christian church of the twentieth century. Can anyone blame us for standing
in bewilder-ment, wondering?
When God made man, as we shall presently see from the Scriptures, He had no intention of making an indestructible, divine being
out of him. But the master counterfeiter, the
evil one who from the beginning has attempted
to destroy every vestige of divine worship, had a
plan which from the very first had a powerful
appeal to man’s pride. He would place m a n
on a level with God, making him believe that he
was immortal and worthy of worship by his
fellow men if he lived an outwardly exemplary
life, or if he became a ruler.
In ancient Babylon we find that the dead were
deified and worshiped, some of the great even
being deified and prayed to during life. Every
Babylonian temple, declares Jastrow; had its
offerings of food and water for the dead, just as
did also later Egyptian temples and most of the
modern temples of pagan re-ligions. In Egypt
every man who passed by a tomb, if he had any
religious feeling whatsoever, paused and recited
the established formula, “A thousand jugs of
beer, a thousand loaves of bread, a thousand
head of cattle, a thousand ducks, for the soul
of M or N,” the worshiper believing that the mention of the food would make it a reality for the
deceased.
The Babylonians, declares Sayce, believed
in the immortality of a conscious soul and
prayed that their monarchs should “live forever
in the land of the silver sky.” Wailing for the
dead was a common custom.
The Egyptians taught and believed that at
death their Pharaoh, or earthly incarnation of
Ra, the sun-god, ascended to and became identified with the sun. A passage from a monu-
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ment concerning Amenemhet I declares that at
death he “flew to the sky and was united with
the sun, the body of the god was merged with
him who made him.” The king was given the
title “great god,” the standard title of the sungod.
At night the sun was supposed to pass
through the caverns of the underworld, and wake
the dead to life. Declares one tomb inscription
to the sun-god: “Thou hearest the cry of him
who is in the coffin. Thou raisest up those who
are lying on their sides. . . . Thou shinest forth
for those who are in darkness, those who are
in the caverns rejoice.”
This belief that the dead lived on and were
intimately associated with the sun god led to
ancestor worship. One Egyptian officer lost his
wife, and upon falling ill he was told by a magician that his sickness was being caused by the
work of his dear departed; thereupon he addressed a long and pathetic letter to her, concluding it with, “What evil have I done thee that I
am now in such misery? What have I done to
thee that now thou layest hands on me? “-”The
Religion of the Ancient Egyptians,” by George
Steindorf, page 120.
This cult of the dead, declares Alann W.
Shorter on page 129 of “An Introduction to Egyptian Religion,” “exists to some extent in all religions, whether it be the ancestor worship among
the African tribes or prayers for the faithful departed in the Christian church.” We must say,
however, that there is no cult for the dead in the
religion of anyone who believes and follows the
teachings of the Scriptures.
Ancestor worship and veneration has its
roots in the belief that at death man become a
higher being, a spirit which can make contact
with God Himself. In almost every book on
Christian religion and in almost every funeral
sermon one hears of the “immortal soul” of
man.
Yet nowhere does such an expression occur
in the Scriptures. On the contrary, we are told
in 1 Timothy 6:16 that God only has immortality. Nowhere does the Bible teach that man lives
on in a conscious state after death.
In the Genesis record of the creation of man
(Genesis 2:7) we learn that God formed man
out of the dust of the earth, and that He breathed
into his nostrils the breath of life. This breath
of life is also called in the Scriptures the spirit
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of God, “spirit” in such cases being almost invariably translated in the Old Testament from
the Hebrew “ruach,” meaning wind or breath;
in the New Testament the word translated “spirit
is from the Greek “pneuma,” whose primary
meaning is air, or breath (compare our English
word pneumatic). Thus we find Job speaking
of the “spirit of God” -in my nostrils.” Job 27:3.
Since dust plus the breath or spirit of life
causes man to become a living soul, as is stated
in Genesis 2:7, it seems reasonable that if the
breath of life leaves the dust, the soul would
cease to exist. In other words man is a soul, he
does not have a soul in the strictest sense. Mathematically, if dust plus breath equals a soul, a
soul minus its breath equals dust.
The Scriptures emphatically teach that consciousness ceases at death. Note these texts:
“For that which befalleth the sons of men
befalleth beasts: . . . as the one dieth, so dieth
the other; yea, they have all one breath; so that
a man hath no preeminence above a beast....
All go unto one place; all are of the dust, and
all turn to dust again.” Ecclesiastes 3:19, 20.
“His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his
earth; in that very day his thoughts perish.” “The
dead praise not the Lord, neither any that go
down into silence.” Psalms 146:4; 115:17. “For
the living know that they shall die: but the dead
know not anything. . . . Also their love, and
their hatred, and their envy, is now perished.”
Ecclesiastes 9:5, 6.
In spite of this array of scriptural evidence,
however, prayers to and for the dead continue
in the Christian church, and spiritism thrives
on the teaching that man lives on after death.
So great is the pride of man that he would believe himself a deity after death, if he cannot be
one before. Man would rather believe the report
of the witch of Endor or distort a parable teaching that riches do not take one to heaven than
to believe a dozen clear-cut scriptures dealing
with the status of man after death.
Indeed the prophet Jeremiah knew whereof
he spoke when he declared that all the nations
had gone mad over Babylon’s wine. Jeremiah
51:7. And indeed he had good reason for his
warning for the People of God to flee out of the
midst of her. Verse 45. In this as in other cases
of the doctrines of the ancient demon Worshipers, one has his choice of honoring the master
counterfeiter by accepting his doctrines, or hon-
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oring his God by accepting His teachings. Most
certainly a man cannot honor the one by accepting the beliefs and practices of the other. The
division between the genuine and counterfeit is
always clear-cut and plain for him who desires
to study and believe his Bible. From Murl Vance:
1940 =^..^=

TRUE-STORY-TIME
Short Stories to Think About
1 - Important People
During my second month of college, our professor gave us a pop quiz I was a conscientious
student and had breezed through the questions,
until I read the last one: “What is the first name
of the woman who cleans the school?” Surely
this was some kind of joke. I had seen the cleaning woman several times. She was tall, darkhaired and in her 50’s, but how would I know
her name? I handed in my paper, leaving the last
question blank.
Just before class ended, one student asked
if the last question would count toward our quiz
grade. “Absolutely,” said the professor. “In your
careers, you will meet many people. All are significant. They deserve your attention and care,
even if all you do is smile and say ‘hello’.” I’ve
never forgotten that lesson. I also learned her
name was Dorothy.

2 – Helping Those in Need
One night, at 11:30 PM, an older African
American woman was standing on the side of
an Alabama highway trying to endure a lashing
rainstorm. Her car had broken down and she
desperately needed a ride.
Soaking wet, she decided to flag down the
next car. A young white man stopped to help
her, generally unheard of in those conflict-filled
1960s. The man took her to safety, helped her
get assistance and put her into a taxicab. She
seemed to be in a big hurry, but wrote down his
address and thanked him.
Seven days went by and a knock came on the
man’s door. To his surprise, a giant console
color TV was delivered to his home. A special
note was attached. It read: “Thank you so much
for assisting me on the highway the other night.
The
rain
drenched not only my clothes, but also my spirits. Then you came along. Because of you, I was

able to make it to my dying husband’s bedside
just before he passed away. God bless you for
helping me and unselfishly serving others.” Sincerely, Mrs. Nat King Cole.

3 - Remembering those who serve.
In the days when an ice cream sundae cost
much less, a 10-year-old boy entered a hotel
coffee shop and sat at a table. A waitress put a
glass of water in front of him. “How much is an
ice cream sundae?” he asked. “Fifty cents,” replied the waitress.
The little boy pulled his hand out of his
pocket and studied the coins in it. “Well, how
much is a plain dish of ice cream?” he inquired.
By now more people were waiting for a table
and the waitress was growing impatient.
“Thirty-five cents,” she brusquely replied. The
little boy again counted his coins. “I’ll have the
plain ice cream,” he said.
The waitress brought the ice cream, put the
bill on the table and walked away. The boy finished the ice cream, paid the cashier and left.
When the waitress came back, she began to cry
as she wiped down the table. There, placed neatly
beside the empty dish, were two nickels and
five pennies. You see he couldn’t have the sundae, because he had to have enough left to leave
her a tip.

4 - The Obstacle
In ancient times, a King had a boulder placed
on a roadway. Then he hid himself and watched
to see if anyone would remove the huge rock.
Some of the king’s wealthiest merchants and
courtiers came by and simply walked around
it. Many loudly blamed the king for not keeping
the roads clear, but none did anything about
getting the stone out of the away.
Then a peasant came along carrying a load
of vegetables. Upon approaching the boulder,
the peasant laid down his burden and tried to
move the stone to the side of the
road. After much pushing and straining, he finally succeeded. After the peasant picked up his
load of vegetables, he noticed a purse lying in
the road where the boulder had been. The purse
contained many gold coins and a note from the
king indicating that the gold was for the person
who removed the boulder from the roadway.

5 - Giving ‘til it Hurts
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Many years ago, when I worked as a volunteer at a hospital, I got to know a little girl named
Liz, who was suffering from a rare and serious
disease. Her only chance of recovery appeared
to be a blood transfusion from her 5-year old
brother, who had miraculously survived the same
disease and had developed the antibodies needed
to combat the illness.
The doctor explained the situation to her little
brother, and asked the little boy if he would be
willing to give his blood to his sister. I saw him
hesitate for only a moment before taking a deep
breath and saying, “Yes, I’ll do it, if it will save
her.”
As the transfusion progressed, he lay in bed
next to his sister and smiled, as we all did,
seeing the color returning to her cheek. Then
his face grew pale and his smile faded. He looked
up at the doctor and asked with a trembling
voice, “Will I start to die right away?” Being
young, the little boy had misunderstood the doctor; he thought he was going to have to give his
sister all of his blood in order to save her. Author Unknown

6 – Pardon Offered
Dr. Walter A. Maier, a nationally known minister and gospel broadcaster, tells us that over
one hundred years ago in Pennsylvania a murderer by the name of George Wilson, who was
sentenced to be hanged, was pardoned by President Andrew Jackson. But he was such a hardened criminal that he rejected the pardon, and
insisted that it could never be legal and valid
until he accepted it. President Jackson consulted
the Supreme Court, and Chief Justice John
Marshall read the following verdict:
“It is hardly to be supposed that one under sentence of death would refuse to accept a
pardon, but if it is refused, it is no pardon.
George Wilson must be hanged.”
And he was
hanged, because he could accept or reject the
pardon.
What about us? God has made a pardon available to us through Jesus Christ. But it is up to
us to choose if we will accept it. If we refuse to
surrender ourselves to Him, there is no pardon. =^..^=

Year 3: 3rd Quarter:
“GOD’S MESSENGERS: THE PROPHETS”
WEEKLY BIBLE LESSON 9: “ISAIAH AND
HEZEKIAH”
This series of Bible Story Lessons is about
God’s Messengers, His Prophets. For our Bible
lessons we are going to use the King James Version of the Bible. Just like the boys and girls
used to use to learn to read from in the pioneer
days.
There will be some texts to look up for each
day and you should practice your memory verse
until you can say it without looking. Don’t forget to learn the text too.

MEMORY VERSE: “Turn ye from your evil
ways, and keep my commandments and my
statutes, according to all the law which I
commanded your fathers, and which I sent
to you by my servants the prophets. 2
Kings 17:13
Sunday
Text: 2 Kings 17:12-14 “For they served idols,
whereof the LORD had said unto them, Ye shall
not do this thing. Yet the LORD testified against
Israel, and against Judah, by all the prophets, and
by all the seers, saying, Turn ye from your evil
ways, and keep my commandments and my
statutes, according to all the law which I
commanded your fathers, and which I sent to you
by my servants the prophets. Notwithstanding
they would not hear, but hardened their necks,
like to the neck of their fathers, that did not
believe in the LORD their God.17:1,2 “In the
twelfth year of Ahaz king of Judah began Hoshea
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the son of Elah to reign in Samaria over Israel
nine years. And he did that which was evil in the
sight of the LORD, but not as the kings of Israel
that were before him.”
We learned how Ahaz was a stubborn and
wicked king. Even though the Lord offered to
help him if he would obey Him, he refused and
the last act of his life was to close up the temple
of God so none could worship there.
After he died, his son, Hezekiah came to the
throne in Judah and surprisingly enough, he
was a true worshipper of the God of Heaven.
He must have had a godly mother! He got busy
to open the house of God again and put things
to rights. But many of the people continued their
false worship anyway, often in secret.
A man named Hoshea came to be king over
the 10 tribes of Israel who had broken away in
the time of Reheboam. At first he tried to make
a deal with the King of Assyria when he came to
attack Israel, he paid a lot of money and riches
to him, but he also broke his deal with Assyria
and then they came and attacked and destroyed
Israel completely, carrying away both the King
and the people. This was in the fourth year of
Hezekiah’s rule. Nothing was left now but Judah.
Why did God allow Israel to be wiped out
forever? Had he not promised to protect them
and that they would be His special people for
always?
Yes, indeed He had, but the promises of
God’s blessings have two sides to them, what
God is willing to do is one side. The other side
is what the people must do if they expect Him
to do His part.
Both Israel and Judah had sinned terribly
against God. You can read all about why God
destroyed Israel and let trouble come to Judah
in the 17th of 2 Kings. They never turned back
from the idol worship that Jeroboam started
and finally God removed them out of His sight forever.
Now something interesting happened; after
the Assyrians had removed the Israelites from
the capitol Samaria, they sent some people from
other heathen nations to come and live there.
But the Lord would not have it. He sent LIONS
into the city and killed many of the people.
So the king of Assyria sent some of the Israelites back to teach those at Samaria how to
honor the God of Heaven so that the lions would
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go away. They did this but the religion of the
Samaritans was a mixture of true and false and
so it remained until the days of Jesus.
Thought - If we expected to have God’s Promises and God’s Blessings, we must fulfill the
conditions. God cannot and will not bless those
who refuse to obey His word and listen to His
prophets.

Monday
Text: Isaiah 36:1,2 “Now it came to pass in the
fourteenth year of king Hezekiah, that
Sennacherib king of Assyria came up against all
the defenced cities of Judah, and took them. And
the king of Assyria sent Rabshakeh from Lachish
to Jerusalem unto king Hezekiah with a great
army. And he stood by the conduit of the upper
pool in the highway of the fuller’s field.”
Ten years after the fall of Israel, the armies
of Assyria were back again, this time they were
after Judah. They attacked and captured many
of the defenced cities and finally here they were
camped outside the city of Jerusalem to try to
force it to surrender.
Up came Rabshakeh and boldly and defiantly called for the city to give up and surrender. He made a big mistake though; he openly
defied the True God, and declared He could not
defend the city against him and his troops. He
declared loudly that it was useless for them to
trust in the God of Hezekiah to help them.
The ones, who received this message from
the Proud Assyrian, tore their cloths and hurried to tell the King. He tore his cloths, put on
sackcloth, and hurried to the temple to pray. He
also sent messengers to the prophet Isaiah to
tell him how these Assyrians had defied the God
of Heaven and maybe, just maybe, God would
take action to save the little bit of the kingdom
that was left.
Isaiah sent a message from God to Hezekiah
telling him to be not afraid, that God had heard
the proud boasts of Rabshakeh, and that he
would hear a rumor and return to his own land,
and while there he would be killed by the sword.
He did hear the rumor and went away.
Then Sennacherib, the King of Assyria, sent
a rude letter to Hezekiah blaspheming God and
promising to return and destroy the city. That
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was not smart.
Hezekiah took the letter and spread it before
the Lord in the temple and God sent a message
by Isaiah saying that God heard the blasphemy
of the Assyrian king and that He would defend
Jerusalem and the daughter of Jerusalem would
shake her head at Sennacherib and despise him.
Isa 37:33 Therefore thus saith the LORD
concerning the king of Assyria, He shall not come
into this city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor
come before it with shields, nor cast a bank
against it.
Thought – It is wise and good to take all of
our troubles, small and large before the Lord.
He will help and guide us but we have to ask for
that help and want it.

Tuesday
Text: Isaiah 37:36 “Then the angel of the LORD
went forth, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians
a hundred and fourscore and five thousand: and
when they arose early in the morning, behold,
they were all dead corpses.”
Imagine the surprise of this haughty, boastful king of Assyria when the next day when the
bugle was blown to awake the soldiers in the
camp only a few straggled from their tents. The
rest were dead! A hundred and eighty-five thousand men of them!
Now when you see pictures of cute little babies with wings on and people tell you that these
are what angels are like, you don’t believe it!
This was one angel sent from God to do what
God said to be done, and he struck all those
people dead, just like what happened in Egypt
when the angel slew the firstborn.
Now Sennacherib had no choice but to go
home, but even there his troubles did not end.
His sons sneaked up on him while he was worshipping his idol god, and they killed him. Truly
it is not a smart idea to fight against the God of
Heaven.
It is important to notice the difference between Ahaz and Hezekiah. God even sent the
prophet to Ahaz offering to help him if he would
just listen to the prophet and trust God. But
Ahaz would not listen. Instead he sent to other
kings and asked them for help and despised the
God of Heaven.
Now Hezekiah, as soon as he was in trouble,
prayed to God and sent to the prophet to ask

God for help. And God helped Hezekiah, and
He did not use man’s help at all. Assyria did
not come back to attack Jerusalem all the years
that Hezekiah reigned.
Thought – It is better to have the help of
God that the help of people.

Wednesday
Text: Isaiah 38:1, 2 “In those days was Hezekiah
sick unto death. And Isaiah the prophet the son
of Amoz came unto him, and said unto him, Thus
saith the LORD, Set thine house in order: for thou
shalt die, and not live. Then Hezekiah turned his
face toward the wall, and prayed unto the LORD.”
Years went by and Hezekiah did that which
was good in the sight of the Lord, but still the
people of Judah did not completely stop their
heathen worship. One day Hezekiah was ill and
God’s message came to him from Isaiah the
prophet to get ready to die.
Hezekiah did not want to die right then and
so he wept and prayed to God to spare his life.
Actually, God, as always, did know what was
best, and it would have been good if Hezekiah
had just got ready and died at that time. But
God did hear his prayer and He kindly sent
Isaiah back to the king with the message that
He would allow him to have another fifteen years
to live. Then God said that as a sign that this
was true, He would send the sun back in the
sky 15 degrees. Isaiah then told the king’s attendants to put a plaster of figs onto the sore
the king had and it would get better. So it did.
What an amazing thing happened when the
sun went back! Totally impossible according to
men’s science, but it was done. Now just imagine all the heathen sun worshippers all over the
place watching the sun and all of a sudden- it
jumps backward a space! They wondered what
it meant, and soon the word spread out that the
God of Heaven had done it as a sign to Hezekiah,
king of Judah.
Now this word came to Babylon, which was
only beginning to grow into a world power under Merodach-baladan its king. He sent a gift
and a letter to Hezekiah and asked the messengers to find out all about this wonderful God
who could do such a wonderful thing.
Thought – Was there some magic in the figs
that were put onto Hezekiah’s sore? What was
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the power that cured the king? Always remember God can use the simplest things to help us
if we believe and obey Him.

Thursday
Text: Isaiah 39:5, 6 “Then said Isaiah to Hezekiah,
Hear the word of the LORD of hosts: Behold, the
days come, that all that is in thine house, and that
which thy fathers have laid up in store until this
day, shall be carried to Babylon: nothing shall be
left, saith the LORD.”
Now when this group of important men came
to the palace in Jerusalem from the far away
city of Babylon to see Hezekiah, he was very
pleased. He accepted their gift but sad to say he
did not tell them all about the wonderful God
of heaven that had done the miracles.
God had given Hezekiah a chance to do really important missionary work, but he blew it
altogether. Instead of telling them about the God
of Heaven, he boasted about what a great king
he was and began to show off.
He took the men to his treasure rooms and
showed them all his riches. He gave them rich
fasts and entertained them. He showed them all
his military defenses and fancy buildings. He
even showed them his perfumes and fancy
clothes. Then he took them out on a tour and
showed them every fancy thing in the whole kingdom.
Never did he wake up to the foolishness and
selfishness of what he was doing. You see, God’s
way would have been for Hezekiah to have died
before he made this terrible mistake. Then we
would not have any bad mark against this king
in his whole life. Now he was dishonoring the
very God of Heaven who had spared his life and
showing off just like some heathen king would
do.
The time of the visit of the nobles from
Babylon passed and they returned to their king,
not knowing any more about the God of Heaven
than they did before they made the trip. In fact,
they decided that the sun going backward was
not the doing of Hezekiah’s God, but just some
freak of nature. This had been a test to Hezekiah
to show praise and gratitude to God for what
He had done for him, but he flunked it, royally!
As soon as they left, Isaiah was sent to ask
Hezekiah, “What did they see in your house?”

“Oh, I showed them all my treasure,” boasted
the foolish king. Sadly Isaiah told him that all
the things he showed to those men would one
day be all taken away to Babylon, and even his
descendants would be eunuchs and slaves in
the service of the King of Babylon.
Hezekiah then woke up to the foolishness of
his pride and showing off. He was sorry, and
all Jerusalem was sorry too. God was so kind
and merciful to Hezekiah, he was told these
things would not happen in his lifetime.
Thought – When you visit with people or
have them visit you, do you try to tell them about
your wonderful Jesus? Or do you just show off
and talk about worldly things?

Friday
Text: 2 Chronicles 33:9 “Manasseh made Judah
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to err, and to
do worse than the heathen.”
Now the question arises, would God punish
the future generations for the foolish mistake
Hezekiah had made? Not if they did what was
right, He certainly wouldn’t. But God knew that
most of the people were only too glad for an
excuse to do wrong and when the good king
Hezekiah died, they got their chance.
Manasseh was now King, and only twelve
years old. He was not like his father, Oh No! He
was determined to push forward terrible evils
and most of the people followed him. Manasseh
was into witchcraft and consulted with magicians and wizards. He put idols into the Temple
of God and offered even his children as burnt
offerings to the sun god. When people who once
knew truth, turn to error, they become more
wicked than those who never knew the truth.
But there were many who had fully turned to
the Lord during the time of Hezekiah. They had
developed strong characters to do right and when
these evils came to the land, they would not go
along with them
This enraged the proud young king, and he
determined to get rid of all who would dare
speak against him. A terrible persecution came,
and many perished of the true followers of God.
Isaiah was among the first. He was put into a
log and sawn in two. How cruel! But he will
have a place in heaven.
In spite of this, other prophets faithfully continued their warnings. Fearlessly they spoke to
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Manasseh and to his people; but the messages
were scorned; backsliding Judah would not
heed. Then the Lord permitted their king to be
captured by a band of Assyrian soldiers, who
“bound him with fetters, and carried him to
Babylon,” their temporary capital.
Amazingly the terrible treatment woke up the
king and he repented and realized he had been
wrong. He was converted and pleaded with God
to show mercy on him. Remarkably, God did
show mercy on him and forgave him. He even
allowed the king to return to his throne in
Jerusalem.

Manasseh now served the Lord, but it was
too late to save the kingdom. Soon he died and
his own son Amon came to the throne, full of
the wicked example of his father. He was so evil
that his own servants killed him and put the
boy, Josiah on the throne instead.
Thought - How amazing is the mercy of God
that when even a wicked person like Manasseh
truly repents, God will hear his prayer and forgive him. Imagine how surprised Isaiah will be
to meet Manasseh in the Kingdom! =^..^=

And Hezekiah received the letter from the hand
of the messengers, and read it: and Hezekiah went
up unto the house of the LORD, and spread it
before the LORD. Isaiah 37:14

